Action taken on illegal nets

THE illegal netting saga
continues, with the confiscation
of eight nets placed near the
Kingsnorth Power Station on the
Medway.

These gill nets have been in
excess of 60 yards long, and have
most probably been targeting
bass. Once again, we all have a
part to play to stop these ‘pirates’
decimating our fish population, so
report anything suspicious.
Meanwhile, the Thames remains
the place te fish, as muitiple
returns of cod are becoming the
norm.

Big whiting approaching a pound
are also being taken regularly,

as are bass, eels and flounders.
The best cod over the past week
was 9.71b, caught from a mark

with Graham East

between the last two jetties. The
proud angler was Gary Waghorn,
who used lugworm and sguid
cocktail to tempt the cod.

The Kent Classic was held on
Sunday and, with an entry of 425
anglers, expectations were high.
The reality saw only 83 anglers
weigh in, with Dave Read taking
top prize after catching the day’s
best specimen, a 1.25kg bass.

Byrne lands place with Althea

Motorsport

SHANE BYRNE will be
competing in the World
Superbike Championship next
vear after agreeing to ride for
Italian team Althea Racing.

Byrne finished eighth in last
year'schampionship with Team
Sterilgarda but is now facing
a new challenge alongside
experienced Spanish rider
Carlos Checa.

Althea ran just one Honda
bike last season but will switch
to the Ducati machines for the
2010 season.

Sittingbourne rider Byrne is
a two-time British Superbike
champion and has also tasted
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two seasons in Moto GB.

After concluding the deal,
he said: “This is only going to
‘make me push even harder, I'm
so pumped.

“Having Carlos as a team-
mate will be good and the
overall hunger and enthusiasm
of the team is a massive bonus.
I can’t wait to get going.”

The Althea team are

expected to put their new
riders through their paces next
month in Valencia ahead of
January testing in Portimao,
Portugal.

B MAIDSTONE racer Steve
Mercer is aiming to end his road
racing season on a high as he
tackles the Macau Motoreycle
Grand Prix.

Mercer will be competing
for the DMR Racing team
on a Yamaha against such
recognised talents as Stuart
Easton, John McGuinness and
Michael Rutter.

Mercer has enjoyved a good
season, after quitting the
World Superbike series, as he
was fastest newecomer at this
year's Isle of Man TT.

AC and Andy Combs {Znd
U20, 33.20) of Tonbridge AC
fought a great battle to the
line. Ridger was accompanied
by team-mates Richard
Bidois (M40, 40.52), Des
White (M50, 40.57) and
Alison White (W50, 52.07).
Combs was first home for a
Tonbridge squad that included
Dan Bradley (34.28), David
Castle (34.57), Cain Bradley
(M40, 38.23) and Sally
Mussen (ist W55, 40.30).

Week ahead

SATURDAY
South of England Inter-
Counties Cross-Country,
Parliament Hill, London
www.seaa.org.uk

SUNDAY

Kent Fitness League,
Nurstead Court, Meopham
www.canterburyharriers.co.uk




