Pete’s report on the Mob Match

First off I want to say a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who turned up for the match on Tuesday 14th July…with all my mix up on the dates on the initial info I am just pleased you all arrived on the right day…

When Steve Groom of Larkfield AC first suggested the idea, we thought it could be a fun way of turning the tables following our defeat on the Kent Fitness League Cross Country, where the narrowly beat us!

Initial mentions on the web site and a few flyers generated a buzz of interest that initially seemed quite promising, however during our trip to Lanzarote news came through of injuries galore and for one minute I thought it might just be me and Fi.

Tuesday night arrived and what had been a glorious day turned in to a drizzly evening, slight confusion over meeting points resulted in a few moments of chaos as we checked the alternative meeting locations, at last we were all in a convoy, following the ever faithful Tom Tom. Several runners had arranged to meet up at the Cricket club in Marden , the starting point of the run.

On arrival at the car park, we were slightly terrified by the amount of cars already present, surely the Larks didn’t have that many runners? - but thankfully most were ours!!
Cakes were dropped off in the club house, the register was ticked – a fantastic 34 Paddock Wood runners present and correct…and Larkfield had 23 runners, – Well done Richard Harris for being the 1st O60. Malc Martin 1st O50, and Mickael Hegesippe 1st SM, Tina Oldershaw 1st Lady, Carol Emery 1st F45 – Please see Rob Bright’s report for full results.
Marshalls were dispatched, thanks to Margaret, Rebecca Clements, Pam (Fiona’s Mum), and Fiona’s friend Pat from work …who was tricked in to it!

And thanks to Robin (official photographer) and Jeanette for ably assisting Rob Bright at the finishing line.

The runners were then lead to the end of the road works (bad timing by the gas board) and away we went, a very nice route, all on road, very rural, very little traffic and all marked out by Rob Bright as 10 K - luckily by now the rain had subsided.

Larkfield AC had supplied marshals too, and also a water station about half way, which was very much appreciated.
Very quickly it was over, all runners back in the cricket club safe and sound, and a buffet fit for a king, of snacks and cakes waiting for us. (Larkield supplied Savoury and we supplied the cakes.) - we had a fantastic array of home-made cakes, supplied by wives and mums, for which we are very grateful.

The prize giving followed and much to our delight the Shield was ours to take home, as I went to collect it, the past few manic days of coming back from holiday, trying to get a shield, which was ordered and engraved by Tuesday night, had all been worth while, in future I will try to be more organised.
I hope you will all be back next year to defend our title, as I think Larkfield will be after revenge for the pasting we gave them this year ..... I will keep you posted!!
Thanks again and I hope you all agree that it was a very well organised (by Larkfield AC ) event and was a very successful evening.

Bring on next year!!

Cheers all

Pete 

PS next year it will be Paddock Wood’s turn to host the event so I will be looking for volunteers to help out – Be warned!!!

PPS Guy’s, sorry I could not be with you last evening but what an excellent result last night, and what a turn out. 

Well done to all that attended but especially to the pair of you for taking this event on and making it the success it was, I hear your organisation skills etc where top class.

Let’s hope this event and combined with the result kick starts a revival in our fortunes in the rest of the Road Running Grand Prix events and into the cross country season.

It would be nice to win back the Kent Fitness League title and last night proves we could if we can the runners out.

Regards
Richard Elliott
