LARKFIELD / PADDOCK WOOD MOB MATCH – 14th July 2009

Here are the results of the inaugural Mob Match held between Larkfield and Paddock Wood over a tranquil 10K route along the country lanes around Marden.  The early evening rain gave way to sunshine and the conditions turned out to be ideal for running.  The cricket club were very welcoming and many suggested that this might be a good venue for an open 10k race.

Kent 10K Champion Simon Hesketh (Larkfield) confirmed his status by winning the men’s event in a respectable time of 34.25.  “Frenchie” Hegesippe (Padd Wood) was about a minute adrift in second place leaving KFL Champion James Ridger to outsprint Nathan Chapman over the line for third place.   Malcolm Martin finished leading over 50 runner in 10th place; while another Paddock Wood runner, Richard Harris was the leading over 60.

Our other Kent 10K Champion Tina Oldershaw (Padd Wood) was unchallenged in the ladies’ race winning by over 3 minutes from Nicola Groom with another Larkfield runner, Abi Johnson, in third place.
In all, there were 33 finishers from Paddock Wood and only 23 from Larkfield.  Hence the balance of power was tipped towards Paddock Wood before the start.  While there may be some debate about the fairness of the points scoring system, the bottom line shows that Larkfield were totally outnumbered and outclassed by a better team on the night.  Congratulations to Paddock Wood on taking away the shield that they provided for this contest – the Larks will be striving to snatch it back next year !
Can I say a big thank you to everyone from both clubs who assisted last night – the marshals, the drinks station, the finish officials and especially those who provided all the food for afters.  It was a great joint effort and produced a most enjoyable (and competitive) evening.

Regards

Rob Bright    
