
WORLD MARATHON CHALLENGE 
 

On a beautiful sunny evening in Paddock Wood, a band of determined Paddock Wood AC members 

set out to try and beat Eliud Kipchoge’s world record marathon time of 02:01:39, they did this as a 

team of 37 runners, running 200m each in a relay format, it had been worked out that we had to 

average 34.5s per 200m to achieve this time. The team consisted of adults and juniors from 9 years 

old to 60+ and included everyone from sprinters, jumpers and throwers to marathon runners. Last 

year in the clubs first attempt at the challenge a time of 02:14:32 was achieved, and the initial target 

was to beat this time, so we set off with 105.5 laps left to go.  

With some instant coaching on passing the relay baton, there were only a couple of changeovers 

where the baton was dropped and by the end of the race after (around 310 baton changes) some of 

them were looking world class! The team reached the halfway point at just over one hour, and we 

suddenly realised that the world record might be within our sights, everyone’s competitive side kicked 

in and the team were determined to beat the world record. As the lap counter board counted down 

and we got to the last 10 laps, it dawned on us that not only was Eliud Kipchoge’s record in our sights, 

but that we could beat the 2hour mark as well, everyone stepped up another level, and the race was 

definitely on. Every single person that took part ran brilliantly, and put every ounce of effort in that 

they could (I think some may have carried on if we had let them!), the team spirit by everyone from 

the adults and juniors was amazing, and that combination carried us round to an astounding time of 

……… 

 

 



 

 

Which led to much excitement, what a great achievement by everyone involved. Currently with three 

weeks to go, we are top of the leader board.  

 

So a huge thank you to everyone who took part and gave it your best, also to everyone who helped 

with crucial tasks, like timekeeping, recording, lap counting, plus general supporting and cheering on, 

what an amazing bunch of athletes and supporters we have in the club!  

Having set such a great time of 1:58:52 this year, the challenge is on for next year to see how fast we 

can go!  

Thank you to everyone involved,  

Liz 


